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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 
The items listed on Form PTO-1449, a copy of which is enclosed, may be deemed to be pertinent to the above- 
identified application and are made of record to assist the Patent and Trademark Office in its examination of this 
application. The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider the items and to independently ascertain 
their teaching. 

1. [ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the English 

language, a European Search Report from a counterpart European application noting the relevance of that 
item is enclosed: 

2. [ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the English 

language, a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is- incorporated in the specification of the 
above-identified application. 

3. [x ] Any copy of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not enclosed with this 

Information Disclosure Statement was previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office in the prior parent [ x] Continuation, [ ] Divisional or [ ] Continuation-In-Part application under 
37 C.F.R. §1.53, U.S. Serial No. 09/443.158 , filed November 18. 1999 , which is a Continuation 
application of US Serial No. 08/889.319 . filed July 8. 1997 . 

4. [ x] No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance with: 

[ x] 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the above-identified application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the national stage as set 
forth in §1.491 in an international application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. 
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5. [ ] No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1 . 17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the 
mailing date of a final action or a Notice of Allowance (where there has been no prior final action), and 
is accompanied by one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 
below. 

6. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 

compliance with 37 C.F.R, §1. 97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the 
mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance (where there has been no prior final action): 

[ ] A check in the amount of $240.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee. 

[ ] Charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 13-4500. Order No. . A 

DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d), after the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance, 
whichever comes first, but before payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by: 

a. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below; and 

b. the attached petition requesting consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement; and 

c. the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l) which is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

8. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance with: 

a. [ ] 37 C.F.R. §1. 313(b)(3), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 

Information Disclosure Statement may render at least one claim unpatentable and is accompanied 
by the attached Petition To Withdraw Application From Issue; 

b. [ ] 37 C.F.R. §1. 313(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 

Information Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a Continuation application upon 
abandonment of the instant application and is accompanied by the attached Petition To Withdraw 
Application From Issue. 

c. The fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l) is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

9. [ ] I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

[ ] I hereby certify that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement filed herewith was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my 
knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in §1. 56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

10. [ ] A check in the amount of $130.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1 . 17(i)(l). 
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[ ] Charge the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l) to Deposit Account No. 13-4500. Order No. 
. A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 



[X] The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required 
for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-4500. 
Order No. 3553-4020US2 A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

11. [X] Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's attention to the following U.S. Patent Applications, which 
are commonly assigned to the assignee of the instant application, and which may be deemed to be 
pertinent to the instant application: 



Serial No. 


Serial No. 


Serial No. 


Serial No. 


Serial No. 


08/889,319 


08/923,530 


08/943,266 


08/969,875 


09/190,744 


08/923,317 


08/923,618 


08/943,483 


08/997,170 


09/205,663 


08/923,524 


08/923,683 


08/964,967 


09/058,840 


09/205,666 


09/205,787 


09/224,907 


09/261,322 






09/205,824 


09/227,169 








09/220,191 


09/252,574 









The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider and independently ascertain the teachings and 
relevance of those applications with respect to the instant application. 



Dated: February 18. 2000 



Mailing Address: 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P 

345 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10154 

(212) 758-4800 

(212) 751-6849 Facsimile 



FORM: IDS. NY 
Rev. 4/12/95 



Respectfully 
MORQA 



L.L.P. 




Walter G. Hanchulr 
Registration No. 35,179 
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Franklin, Matthew K., et al., "The Design and Implementation of a Secure Auction Service," 
Proceedings: 1995 IEEE Symposium on Security and Privacy, pp. 2-14, 1995. 
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Sirbu, Marvin and Tygar, J.D., "NetBill: An Internet Commerce System Optimized for 
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Bunker, Ted, "How Auction Technology Sped And Enhanced Sale Of Radio Licenses," 
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"AUCNET: The Story Continues", Harvard Business School, January 17, 1995 








Anand, R., and Rao, M. Padmaja, "The Electronic Flea Market", IBM Research Division: 
Research Report, pp. 1-18, July 28, 1994. 
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International, Inc., 1991 
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Cole, Jeff, "Fare bidding plan could be the ticket", St. Paul Pioneer Press Dispatch, March 11, 
1990. 
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Miller, Ross M., "The Design of Decentralized Auction Mechanisms that Coordinate 
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237-253, 1990. 



Koepper, Ken, "Room Inventory Auctioning: The Next CRS Generation", Lodging, January 
1990 at pages 26, 29-30 

"Business Briefing, Airline Seats May Go on the Auction Block", Insight on the news, 
December 4, 1989. 



"Business Travel Update, Automation", Travel Weekly, November 27, 1989. 

Munro, Don and McCann, David, "A New Way To Purchase Travel, Automated Service 
Would Let Companies Bid For Already-Filled Airline Seats", Business Travel News, November 
6, 1989. 



"An Electronic Auction Ahead For Airline CRS's?", The Business Week Newsletter for 
Information Executives, October 27, 1989. 



Cohen, Danny, "Electronic Commerce," ISI Research Report, University of Southern 
California, October 1989. 
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"From Airline Tickets to Human organs, the Electronic Markets are Booming", Times, vol. 3, 
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Coyne, Andrew, "Unbundling ideas may alter world of politics," The Financial Post (Toronto), 
Section 1, p. 11, September 27, 1989. 








Maione, Thomas W., et al., "Electronic Markets and Electronic Hierarchies," Communications 
of the ACM, Vol. 30, No. 6, June 1987. 








"AUCNET: TV Auction Network System," Harvard Business School, July 19, 1989. 








Sammer, Harald W., "Online Stock Trading Systems: Study of an Application," IEEE 1987 
Spring Conference, pp. 161-162. 








Littlefair, T., "Homelink: a unique service," Computer Bulletin, pp. 12-14, June 1986. 








Banatre, Jean-Pierre, et al., "The Design and Building of Echere, a Distributed Electronic 
Marketing System," Communications of ACM, Vol. 29, No. 1, January 1986. 
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Gessel, Chris, "Trade Smarter: The Limit of Orders", Investor's Business Daily, October 14, 1996, 
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CREST: Cruise/Ferry Revenue Management System, selected pages downloaded from 
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Nishimoto, Lisa, "Travel Services Are First Online Commerce Offerings to Fly," Infoworld, July 
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About Rate Hunter, dowloaded from http://207.49.64.77/rhprodrh.htm on July 14, 1996. 
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L.211, Winter, 1996. 
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Speidel, Richard E. & Schott, Lee A., "Impact of Electronic Contracting on Contract Formation 
Under Revised UCC Article 2, Sales",C878 ALI-ABA 335, December 9, 1993. 








Hainer, Cathy and Grossman,Cathy Lynn, "Where Vacationing Kids Get Good Care", USA 
Today, April 1,1992, at page. 4D. 
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"CRTL's Blue Ribbon Deals for 1992", Consumer Reports Travel Letter, January 1992, Vol. 8, 
No. 1, at pages. 3-5. 








Traveler's Notes; Bookit Report", Consumer Reports Travel Letter, December 1991 at pge. 143. 








Feldman, Joan M., 'To Rein In Those CRSs; Computer Reservation Systems", Air Transport 
World, December 1991, at pge 89. 








"MONEY BRIEFS; Buy Low, Fly High", Gannet News Service, November 20, 1991. 








"Buy Low, Fly High", USA Today, November 14, 1991 at pge. 15. 








Traveler's Notes; Easier Airfare Bidding", Consumer Reports Travel Letter, October 1991 at pge 
119. 








Nelson, Janet "Practical Traveler; Airlines Relaxing Policy on No-Refund Tickets", The New 
York Times, September 22, 1991 at pge. 3 of Section 5. 








Pelline, Jeff, "New Service; Now You Can Make a Bid on Your Next Airline Ticket Home", The 
Orange County Register, September 1, 1991 at pge. EOL 
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"Bookit Airfare Bidding System (Fax for Your Plane Ticket?)", Consumer Reports Travel Letter, 
September 1991, pges. 97 & 106. 



Upton, Kim "French Say Monoliths Off-limits to Visitors", Los Angeles Times, August 25, 1991 



Pelline, Jeff, "Travelers Bidding on Airline Tickets; SF Firm Offers Chance for Cut-Rate Fares", 
San Francisco Chronicle, Section A4, August 19, 1991. 



Carey, Christopher, "Firm Offers Auction For Airline Tickets", St. Louis Post-Dispatch, August 7, 
1991 atpge IB. 



Del Rosso, Laura, "Marketel Says It Plans to Launch Air Fare Auction' in June", Travel Weekly, 
April 29, 1991. 



NASDAQ Adds Enhancements to SOES Limit Order File", Securities Week, November 26, 1990, 
Pge5. 



Ritter, Jeffrey B., "Scope of the Uniform Commercial Code: Computer Contracting Cases and 
Electrical Commercial Practices", 45 Bus. Law 2533, August, 1990. 



Greenburg, Peter, S., "Judging DeRegulation", The Record, July 22, 1990 at page T01. 



Greenburg, Peter, S., "The Savvy Traveler: Lower Air Fares for Consumers Not in the Cards; 
Airlines: Remember When It Cost $16 to fly From Los Angeles to San Francisco? Then You 
Remember the Days Before DeRegulation. Since Then, Prices Have Soared", Los Angeles Times, 
July 8, 1990 at page L2. 



Wallace, David, "Company Planning to Let Fliers Bid on Airfares", Philadelphia Business Journal, 
March 26, 1990 atpge 15. 
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Schrage, Michael, "An Experiment in Economic Theory; Labs Testing Real Markets", The Record 
Section Bl, November 26, 1989. 

Schrage, Michael "Innovation/Micheal Schrage: Laboratory Experiments with Market 
Economics, Los Angeles Times, November 23, 1989 at pge. PL 

Golden, Fran "AAL's Riga Doubts Marketers Appeal to Retailers", Travel Weekly, November 
13, 1989. 



Del Rosso, Laura, "Firm Proposes ticket-bidding system; Marketel explores electronic auction of 
travel; Marketel International, Travel Weekly, Section No. 91, Vol. 48, Pg. 1; November 13, 
1989. 



Carlsen, Clifford, "Polaris Group Set to Fly the Leveraged Sky", San Francisco Business Times, 
November 6, 1989 at pge. 1. 



Kuttner, Robert, "Computers May Turn the World into One Big Commodities Pit", Business 
Week, September 11, 1989. 



Carlsen, Clifford, "From Airline Tickets to Human Organs, the Electronic Markets Are Booming", 
San Francisco Business Times, August 14, 1989 at pge. 17. 



"Public May Submit Bids To Get Bargain Rates", Wall Street Journal, Section 2; Page 1, Column 
1; August 1, 1989 



American Airlines Internet Silent Auction, selected pages downloaded from 
www.americanair.com. 
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Apollo Host Computer, selected pages downloaded from www.appollo.com. 



"Auctioning unsold airline tickets." (http://www.newciv.org/GIB/BOV/BV-409.HTMI) , atpge 1. 



Cathay Pacific:CyberTraveler Auction #3 - Official Rules, selected pages downloaded from 
www.cathaypacific.com. 



CSM Online: About Collector's Super Mall downloaded from www.csmonline.com 



Sabre Decision Technologies, selected pages downloaded from www.sabre.com. 



PhoneMiser: Frequently Asked Questions, downloaded from www.phonemiserxom . 



The United Computer Exchange: How It All Works, selected pages downloaded from 
www.uce.com. 
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